[Adenosine deaminase activity in peritoneal tuberculosis].
We performed a prospective study including cytochemical, bacteriologic and pathologic observations in 25 patients with ascites of different causes. Activity of adenosine deaminase in ascitic fluid was higher in tuberculous (103 +/- 61 mu/l) than in neoplastic (16 +/- 8), inflammatory (16 +/- 13) and portal hypertension (15 +/- 6) etiologies (p less than 0.05). Inflammatory cases included patients with lupus and spontaneous peritonitis. Activity of adenosine deaminase was higher in every patient with tuberculosis than in any other patient. Thus, a high sensitivity and specificity of this test in the diagnosis of tuberculous peritonitis is confirmed.